
Fire Extinguisher Guide and Checklist
In England and Wales, you need to provide the ‘means to fight fire’ in order to meet Article 13 of the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005.
And whether you run a school, office, factory or building site, fully functioning portable extinguishers could prevent a small fire becoming an
 inferno. Use our practical checklist to ensure your arrangements are as they should be.
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1. Correct Types Yes No
Have you, as part of your fire risk assessment, selected appropriate types according to the materials you have 
(see guide below)? � �

2. Correct Numbers

Have you enough extinguishers? � �
(As a guide, have at least one 13A-rated extinguisher – e.g. 9 litre water – for every 200 m2 of floor area and at least two such extinguishers
per floor. You’ll need extra extinguishers where there is a special fire risk, for example, you carry out ‘hot work’ such as flame cutting, burning
or welding or you store flammable materials.)

Have you fitted fire blankets where appropriate (for example, in kitchens where frying takes place)? � �

3. Correct Placing

Are your extinguishers mounted on walls at waist height to make them easier to grab and to discourage their misuse 
(e.g. as door stops)? � �
Is there clear access to the extinguishers at all times (not blocked by storage, equipment or furniture)? � �
Have you put extinguishers together at clearly marked ‘fire points’? (It makes it easier to find them quickly when 
there’s a fire.) � �
Have you placed extinguishers near exits so that anyone using them always has a clear escape route? � �
Where you have extinguishers with the old and the new colour codes, do you avoid placing them together on the same 
fire point? (All extinguishers are now red: in the old scheme, the body colour was coded as in the table above, e.g. cream 
for foam and black for CO2. These colour codes are still used, but just on the label.) � �
Are all extinguishers fitted with tags (they give an immediate indicator that the extinguisher has been used and also 
deter people from interfering with them)? � �
4. Correct Training

Have you trained anyone you expect to use a portable extinguisher in how to do so safely? (This should cover selection 
of the right extinguisher together with the do’s and don’ts of its use.) � �
5. Correct Checks and Maintenance

Have all extinguishers been checked by a competent engineer at least once within the last 12 months? � �
Are these checks clearly recorded on the individual extinguishers? � �

Label Type It’s Suitable for Fire Classes Limitations

Red Water
A (combustible materials like wood,
paper, etc.)

Generally unsafe on live electrical equipment.
(some mist extinguishers are now though
specifically formulated for this use).

Cream AFFF (Foam)
A (combustible materials like wood,
paper, etc.) and B (flammable liquids).

Unsafe on live electrical equipment.

Black
Carbon dioxide
(CO2)

B (flammable liquids) and electrical.
Ineffective in the open air. Asphyxiating in an
enclosed space. Noisy.

Blue Dry powder
A, B (flammable liquids) and 
electrical fires.

Very messy when used.

Yellow Wet chemical
A and F (fires involving fats and 
cooking oils).

Unsafe on live electrical equipment.


